28            VOYAGE   FROM   EGYPT   TO   SYRIA.
the vessel was caught aback, and suffered to
fall round four times in the space of as many
hours*
Our soundings through the day had varied
from ten to fifteen fathoms, and our water was
growing deeper and of a bluer colour as we
advanced ; nor had we, apparently, any longer to
contend with the strong contrary current which
we had found setting from the eastward along
the whole coast of the Delta.
We continued to steer in a N. E. direction
until near midnight, without any account of
our course or distance being kept; when the
westerly breeze again deserting us, we were
left becalmed, with the weather dark and
cloudy*
3d. We had made scarcely any progress
during the night, and had now again to linger
out another day amid light eastern airs of scarcely
sufficient strength to fill the sails. On the pre-
ceding evening, the water of the sea had given
forth, on the least agitation, that sparkling ap-
pearance which has been called phosphoric j and
in drawing up some of it in a bucket this
morning, it was observed to be full of small
fish-spawn. The colour of the water in its mass
was of a deep indigo blue, and no soundings
could be obtained with about forty fathoms of
line.